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- S In a desclate wilderness of ice, 1300 miles scuth of
gape Horm, two men sat listening to a radio message. They
were 400 miles away from their eamp, the Bast Base of the

e Unibed Staﬁes-intarstiﬂ Sxpedition. Eight of the Pifteen

dog team Wlth Whieh they had started were aeaﬁ, and the
'remaining seven were in no conﬂitien te pull the Teﬁge.
m?he§~had ”'j' ';nished ma@pzﬂgga,sestnr of the. Antaratze

 h,ne m&n had ever set faat befare.
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miles to the eastward in a circﬁmpélar course aleng the

-edge of the eahtinent, Qn'£h6~falmer Peninsula. If you
&avé 8 glebe=ar'a.mgg\of'the~§qua, look south of the

“%ip of South Americe and :;ezx-fési‘u see a knob of land
projecting out from Antaretieai Thisg is'thé.Palmer Pen~
insula. Theyy leok off to the senth and west and: you vill
“see the known, the mapped aress,. faﬁe out into the unknown.

"ffThea 1magine two “med with o a acg*%e&m. 8 tiﬂy syifkfin a
,vast field af aﬁa& &ﬁd iee, eraw;,ng out intn fﬁis A

*fknewn land where-anee away frem,the apan water ﬁhere is
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The plan was %o have the.plahe take our party, dogs
and all, to the vieinity of Charcob Island, 250 miles
weatwar& for a.flying start bag Septemher and Getober
brought weather too hlustﬁry Tor £lying. W¥hen good Tly-
ing sorditions did ﬁet.materialiZE'and the greuna contin-
ded ﬁaé rough fsf a take=off, 1t was deeided ta.sﬁart

wikh tne*dag sledges. The summer seascn ig too short

fta dally, 80~ on- EQV&mber-é 194@ we were ‘hea:
' éy start was an exeltlng ane.' I'd just eamnletea

ng *he ean?a@ c&vers af the sle&ges when I s
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a#ay'fqr & short distance, then turned, and I den'% knew who

cursed the dogs nore aleqﬁently, he or I. I cauld'almegt-

he&fﬂfhe résea1 séy to himself, "What a silly buneh of dopes.”
iﬁverytnin Wwe were going to need on the trall had te

be taker with usg ‘via dog power with the reault that luxury

1tems'were l&ft'aﬁ home. Seven of us ma&é up - the starting'

party, and we haﬁ flfty-?lve degs, divided into five teams. S
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S o1 our trip, while I was the naturalist, geclcogical aﬁservar,
and radioman.
On our Hwo sledges,ghitcned one behind the obier, we
earried & load at st&rtiﬁg tetaling l@GC pounds. There'ﬁas
a éiﬁimum of extra elothing—-we-eaéhihéﬁ éix;@xtra-p&iré of

sox but only one change of under#ear, The small;ferange-

golored, Byrdelothe tent, radic transmitting and regeiving
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itioner for the dogs, as-well-RS'a‘gqoﬁ snti-georbutie
food for humans.»

,acsaﬂ& day ouz we mede twen% -milcs, but 858 We began

to =211 b un. to the Nerﬂle

'elf we. faunﬂ rougner gslng.
Teoe was 3umhlea up in f&ﬁﬁ&Sulﬁ shapes, w;th bergs, oﬁen

leads* and pressuyre lce. The edge of the shelf. was 30 steep

we had to relay eaéhwléaa,‘ That was hard work. But ahead
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The show bridges are drifts whieh have packed from the
‘eﬁges of the crevassexunﬁil they meet at the 2enter. Thege
may bé fife, ﬁen; ox tw&nty feet thiek. The rcenter is
usualig the #éakest‘ﬁart. Ca Hovember 11 ﬁe‘crossed at_
'1ea3£ BQG orevasses although we covered only 12 miles of
éistanqe. Scmetiées we roped ourselves iogether with s
' rope loﬂ@ enbu g 80 tnat onrly onc wman was on the bridﬁe at

& tiﬁe.: ﬁnotner metnod is to send the dog team agross first

| trai_ ug a lang rope. If they make it with tneir haavg

__fluad Lha driver uses’ the rope tc pall ulm&elf aeress ﬂuiakly
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-of his sledge would melt in the glaring sunlight, furnishing
Him with a refreshing drink when he Wantedaif. Gld Grub, aylj
slant-eyed lead dog, scon found auﬁ gboatfﬁanis buaket,'and-
wﬁeﬁever ne gould get close, he sneaked a drink. It.Séeméﬁ
_even funnierlwhen'my-tﬂo Halamute pups, Oléland Gaionél; W@ﬁf
were hitched immedietely behind Grub, tried to join hinm at
'tﬁe driﬁking fountain. . Twe hours of this br@ught SQIEable
‘@Qﬂ“bﬁﬂk?ﬂﬂﬁﬂiﬁgﬁ‘ , . _ 7_'
V“Listen;-éarl' It‘g all right fer wrub te take a arimk;ﬁ
I like him and I don't minﬁ érinking eut af tne same: bugket
;with Riw, hut geu keep thass damﬂed @ups égtuer I wilf

'ﬁ th_thlﬂ he tapped the~nase afwthsﬁaea'-gﬁ{;
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- zuch exiremes in weather, and sueh abrupt chanpes, ss
| Antarcfiéa. tne day you would think the ice caps must melt
| away and drocl down into the ocean. The nexfrdag moulu
be sub-zero with a blizzﬁrﬁ“hiawing. ﬁocag and terpers
sometimes Pollow ‘the mame curve..
#nen we had safel reached a 1200 foot elevation at.the
_tc# of the ﬁordie Shelf Iee, 100 miles soutn of tire bane, Paul
-ang Don- started t361r-return ta aamp. They haé helpea us

througa & very dangeraas area, an& it was safer far them ta

return wnxle the§ eeuld fallaw the fresn ﬁra@ks aeress the




_drifiing snow obsgured thﬁ;YiSiﬁﬂiuhﬁﬂ“ﬂﬂﬂldﬂjtﬁtﬁéyal—Q}s.

"iaﬁﬁ'eﬁviouély the bleme could not.
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with the base wé asked if tike plane could £1y out with these
éyﬂicles, as well as with aﬁditién&l food for a mew cache,.
while we were still there. In this way we could help push
them off on their takeoff because scuetimes 2 slow or stleky
surface mzade 1t impassihle Tor fthe plane to get fipose onee
it haﬁ.stopped. ‘But with one of tnaﬂw.characteristie changes

in weather, the temperature had dropped below freezing,and

CFor two da@s we were stuak in the tents,

and. ﬂrlbbage—*ﬁith.kﬁleleSS-sﬁsyﬂ as. stakeg-




o result taat

ivila
My trail disry ghows this entry én Hcveébéi_iS:
ﬁﬁct sll days ean be bad, and this cune was an_improvement,
The loads are grﬁdually becoming lighter, the surface was a
trifie;hardar,‘and the hills were nct so asteep, with the

clometer registered 13.6 miles. . ie have

passed .atit&ﬁe ?G S and tc@ay'we mugt have;erﬁésed the point

where Hymill-and Biﬂghgm, the Inglishmen, sleﬁggdieasﬁztoward.

:..'th.e eﬁ&e}.l :JE'&«

‘¥ing @-’eexae VI vwnﬁ The mwn‘sains -qn- our. -._.s;_l'é.-e




. into the Blernity Range before returning to the base, while
"Fiﬁn_and I were to heéd south and west into the unknown.

?c had done some dog~swapplug and now lined up our re-
oanstructed teamns. We were aending back several of the pups
__gith~ulena-beeauss we Uitl't think they would stand the long
trip ahead of us, and we wanted to save them. We were eertain

_that net all our ﬁags wculd come through alive. I now had a

7anel,”aanﬁy, Aratle, %ika, Wr&y Skippg, Larzan,-clee, Chiek
Lvan& Beﬂ‘__,fl S ' '

dog team, ineluding. grub, (Ole, Masear, Chief, Dello, Col-i
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iy tough huskies were beginning to cause me some worry.
‘The heavy loads which they had been pulling were starting
to show on them. Some were'sﬁf?ering from infested bites._
Althaugh g0 tame and affectionate with me - every dog looked
up for his pat when I ceme down the line - they ulll often
flght each other whenever they can get within re&ch, Also

Sendy and Dellc were quite snowblind from the sonstent glare.

-m~jﬂhe} were all pu111ng ay h&r& as- ever, but the rough ice anéifﬁwiﬁ

‘drevesses we would have to cross getting aown te the Sauﬂd

" ﬁé%éfa0t a-pretty view. But down wevwant' and the g@ing

vto be e?en wcrsa ﬁhaﬂ loeke& from abeve.
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- ished up by wiping out the inside of the sup w1th |y flnger
and licking the finger. Thig ellmlnated waste and also |
dishwashing.

-Thanksgiving Pay we had to iay-up begaunge of a‘Showfali

80 %e seléebrated with a faney dinner. @e-had-tea~ﬁithipow&ered‘
lemon, canned oyster stew, hoosh and -eookies.. Twie* a week
we edded dried spinach .to the hoosh to get a&ditioﬂ&l viwrﬁims.
ﬁn'“her staple fco& was-ﬁrled frult aprleots er-peaahes ------ --n:eh:f:~

| we cookeé ovsr the primuﬁ sﬁove, for &essert——peaeﬁ duff we o

Pl”Pﬁam&d 1t.

L ﬁext day we were travellng again wmth thﬁrl




"bamhac pole ana flag.

”Ja: &ow we wera mnly 16 miles ahert mf Stephenson;;

.
Flnn gave me some merphine and kspt putting hot compresses on

tre sore grot. This was a very sericus situaticn and we sonsgi

**ﬁif»‘f

ered calleing the base by radic for sdvice from Dr. Sims. I
spoozed under ihe mor hine for three hours, awoke to find the
nain eagcd and t..en wa started agaln for the Sound. In splite

.of the deley we ran off 14.4 miles and cams &nwnﬁ"“ the Sound:

atrthe nmrthﬁest edga.of tha mountaln range. The fellowing

. afternacn we found the Batterheeiﬂache. wall marked_with;a._ﬁgﬂlw,;
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gauge they governed any passible plane flights into these

- areas. We keyt daily raﬁia sehedules with them with our

A swall four tnbe reeeiving set an& our 12 watt transmliterss~

power for whiah was supplisd hy a small, portable, hand
operated &rmy‘field generator. Ve traﬁémitteﬁ by éﬂ&e and
they by vaiéei One of.onru&iffieultiESrinf%&&kiﬁg%tn-khem
was the 1nterfarenee from sommereial’ statians on- the Forth

and South American centinanta, especially whaﬁ_tha,air~'

waves are'laaﬁed with them areunﬁ mianiga_w

-the reeey%ien‘was suite.gea&, &aé mjf3”
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a8 all the rest did, but would wait for ny command. One &ag

I fcrgot te tell uim to lie down, and at the end of an heur

:Eeﬁeahér-ﬁﬁh5;e~tra¥§laﬁ.ﬁar five haurs'ﬁﬂ.&.&ﬁgmgrg@e
evar an unasually geaﬁ surfaae. makiag l? wiles. ¥Ye seemed
o be gaﬁting bask to the Sound becsuse the terrain leveled
| .ca:i; quite flat. The faneumg any Wi
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guite a faving on our dog pemmican. Apparently the dogs

also lacked sentiment over their departed breother, for they

ISeemed to relish poor Tarzan. During our sleéep there was

wild barking end I got up to find that Arectie had broken
léose and was finishing up Tarzan's entrails. Two Southe

Polar Skua Gulls haé alse popped up from nowhere and were

- getting their share. %here they hed come from was hard to

tell for we¢ had npt seen t&ﬁi most southerly of birds sinee

early in Eﬁ?&mber when we wera 1ast on the bay: 156,

-E&ﬁem@er'léi a.heautiful al&ar dey, we climbéd the nun-

atak again and put & roek saiim on top with a elaim slip snd

8 measagﬁf wenéﬁring if anyone ¢lsg wbuld ever elimby up tﬂ
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mest of the pad. This ﬁeant that Hike could not welk. Finn
hed quite en attachment for the:elé'tfonblemakerQ-heegnse he
had raised him from a pup at. Little America so We let him
ride on the sledge in hopes hiangS:wéulé heal . ﬁﬁith~%hirtéen'
dog-power in the harness'we.madaazé miles., ¥e wérernearing
what &QPesréd.to be*a-eape,fh the-aauth siae:&fdthe-Seuaiﬁ
fNeoember I?%“{fram mg*éiaiyi'#%ﬁite*a-reﬁwlétﬁerA@ay
in the line of exploratich. After tra?eling for several |

'f?hcﬂrs this afterneen we auﬂaanly eamy upen an agau Ieaﬁ in

eaiiaﬁl #a didn‘t raaliza 1t*aw% thﬁagh pur elevatiqn was




=20
h&s'raally been a.hig ﬁayi Twenty faur miles put avway and
1t's now 5:55 &.¥. and w0 ta ba&. '
Finn and I faund GGﬂ?lﬂﬂlng prouf in the neht few aau
that ﬁlexanﬁer I Tand realls i am islend’ 1n3fea& Of a part
of the cemtinent a8 it hasg always been shawn on maps._ ﬂha@

we could see of tne maialaﬁ& was a law tablelanﬁ with an-

elevation of prohahly ﬁet mnre bhan 800, feat. ‘The~party;

the Base, arter hearing eur_f”

o BAS leat&é_at“




other person hes ever geen h&fcre;

The open seal Beeember 21, after elimdbing ta the top of

L e,

a cape, we saw the cpen, icen‘_fﬁ

sea. sparkling aheaé ﬂf us

as far as the eyﬁ @aa&e ‘resch, bounded by pack 1ae an.the Hest

and bast. 1% r&minﬁed ne gomewhat af th_ oss S&a, and it
removes all ﬁoubt that ﬁlexanaer I Land is an. 1slana‘, Besides

this being an iﬂportant dlscavar . this open water, tﬂ me.,

31gglfied ships angd-a- means e Bl eseaye frammthia éﬂsaia$e~1anﬁﬁwﬁavww

- We pitehaﬁ aamp on tha iee barrier W1thin two milea ef tne

watar aﬁﬁ aehaﬁﬁdfyhaﬁ %& shﬂﬂ&é &6 next,
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tin ecnﬁéiner and placed inside = nineteeRAfﬁqt high'anaﬁ
Veason., At last I felt s if I hed done & little bit for my
eauntrg'in,tha line of exploratien<-semething which we euaié

m ﬁg'raght of expleration and not by bleaﬂshe&t

Ve waatad to g0 u%st in an attempt to reash B@ﬂgituﬁe

890 W., but efter traveling four miles we were blceke& Ty a

deep, steep-sided inlet aheuﬁsiaﬁ-gar&s-wide.' This exteaﬁeé_

south back inte the %arnier and- heeause of". this an& thﬁ p@ss—
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lacerated their feet. I fed them double rations as a sort of
Ghristmas present . ' _ |

To selabrate Gh?istﬁ%gzi-theughﬁ I would have a bath, Ve
had camped to rest the team and ourselves. Water for washimg
was 8 laxury we ‘gouldnt't affﬁré, sinee 1t would use up our

kerasene to melt snow, anﬁ'wa ﬁﬂre 1ot earrying any su“plus

bayend.wh&t we' n&aded for sookinsg. i-strlppe& down and filled

'my hands wi*h gnow, but aftar abaut three minates of aamégayering
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(Fram‘m$ diary) ﬁﬁecember é&; Things are looking = bit
— black. ‘iny_I?,milss and 1t has been very hard geing fcr'tha
poer “perras“. They are begimning to fall agart 1like the
eneahsrse shay, and how they will be able to pull the rewaining
480 miles to esmp is a mystery to me. Bﬁt& Finn and I reslize
.'th&‘serieasness-af the situa$ion; but neither af as.talké
&hou#—it, Skiygy, the game 1ittle eﬁss, will have to be dune

. a¥ay. with: tomorrow. h&eause he- san—haraly walk, 1et aleﬂe pf

"ahiak”anﬁ'%rag'are almﬁst aa had.__

Thase éafs ar& mare aﬂﬁ mﬁra of a nightmaraaf




refusing to quit, 8¢ I haaked him up again and he pullad with

all nis heart. like'tha true therobréé thet #hat

'regrets'we h&d-éver"thase7&ogs we had t¢ keep.si;ent beggbee
it was now nlp end tuek for all of us. New Year's Dey wea &
honey; we sladged-faur hours with zero visibility, and we |
 @ere & forlarn-iooking'gair on New Yéarﬁszgveﬁ' Lyimglin;mg‘

sleeping bag I listened te various dance bands all over the .

eeuntrg, he&rﬁ aur %oys broaﬁea&t greetimg Trom tha u&st Baae, '

':and listened to Br; H&rry g&arsen yﬂséiaks aééresarfzﬁm ﬁew

_York's Hiwarside ﬁhnrﬁna- I vawe

next ﬁew Year Ewe_w& ﬂ&

’he apent ﬁnder mare pleas&nt eirﬁnmstaneaa.
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bodté madéiﬁe none to nimble and, asis 5 rd@ my specimeﬁs
aollected, I'm afraid I came out on the short end of the fray.
~In making veolcuical 10113 tiong on this peak I found tae
rock to be gedimentary. The Whale Gf Alexandef‘I.Iﬂlanﬁ seems
to be sedimentary roek and its cennaetlen dith Klné beorge VI
rSound appears to be hnat geoloblsts 381l a asjor: fault in the

-eartﬂ g srust. ”he Antaratle Gontlnent is'camprlsed maainly

rock snd this sedimentarv type. ig =~ .

impo?tanéegz Frem tne aharnlv defineﬂ?”'“"




off & wenderful Q%y we gould not wake our radla ‘eontact with

the ha ic, He were able to receive butbt our tranﬁmitter e E e

have beer uamaged by the seoaking.

On nuary 5th we made contact with the base, reporting

net we nad only seven dogs left and EEG@L hese in bad shape,
‘and that, theugh eonfident we could -make thejﬁafféfbee'eaghe;
we would have to rest tneie until the dogs’ feet haa healeé'-

Ashley Suow, our chief pilot suggested that the plane should

. anﬁ there wag: nathing we cenld aﬂ&,- ﬁe Qushea o  ?
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taking off within the kheur. 3eversl duye lster we picked up a

converggiion betreen Zarl Perce, co-pilot and radioman st the base,
and Herry Derlington,radiomen on the Weddell Coast Sle&ging
Pariy. Harr ry was asking the news abeut ng. sarl tald?him they

were fl}ln& out to Eﬁt us, but weatner had so far prevented it.

~ beard is loﬁg ennugh rigitt now,” T told Finn. "Let's
maké a break for it."

%e d16 nat have & ver- great m&rgin of tlme heaause tae

ta?e it name.;_ﬁﬁ.
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‘soncentrated rations,.we never aad ite feeling of belng ”full.up."
Sometimes-ye'debatea whether we should snear half a oske of
pemmican from next day's rations Y%ie had 128 miles to go to
¢k the ¥Wordie saehe where we would have e&nneé beans and ether

o

luxuries. ¥e sometimes talked sbout tlie wonderful meal we would

| have »hen - e got there,_

'Aftﬁrrwamgllggfangther‘2z‘miles _ 0f the huskies I wag

full of angrehensiﬂns -Chlef and Colonelwere the cnly twa'ﬁﬁo

*"appeared ini"ﬁea caﬂﬁ




, gife us alsﬁieky surface. January 17.n we made twenty-three and
& half miles. Finn reckoned our aesmt:on as Latitude 70Y 74t 8.,
Longitude 68° "@ - |

From gy & &3a§;:-“Jéﬁuary 187 This has been s ver; sneouraging
day. Irom the fix made yesterdsy we caleulate that we are now
1 10G.5 miles from the Batterbee cache. The weabther and surface

nave been perfect end the QGgs have worked well. We passed through

_tﬂree miles of pressure area where. nage hnmmocks of. iee h&d pileé

"“ﬁp 1ntc Algh dcmes, It was neither difficult nor- ﬁ&nger&us,

' aqqﬁgsr;'unﬁ;pregent werars aampeé-aif 8 point aﬂ'the-aast.gxﬁe

and- anﬁ 1t is up ‘this whieh we none to asewﬂ& Fo the

”, semﬂ 52 milas away. Ye Qeard Biﬂk en the ra‘ia

h‘feﬂaptien wag very @aar'
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‘g .minutes the radic was silent. Then Lamp ealled our
létters, ¥PG 3. 7"Stand by for something important!™ DPiek Black
game on the air and told usm that the plane héd sracked up in
makiog a takeofl to énme'euxlta-as. One of thoe skis had @rogpsd
into a erevasse and the prcﬁellar had eut the ski in half. Qne
of the wings was alsb_b&dly-sbraineﬁ. The Siienge.at_eur'eﬁﬁ

sincs ouwr last wmessagze hag Pieck

¥usly concernsd. He said
that a party of five was préparing to start out from cemp %o

tring us help in'the Yorm of fresh dogs. They sre tray

by 'ay af the “treth” aleng tﬁe top of the Palmer plateau B causa

tne s@ae@&st route over shich WE CanG aut haé melteé sa

tr&vel thers weulﬁ he tea éangeraus*

'unately we araa*t in sugh baﬁ shageiasﬁﬁha:




aSé&
"Yes, I think I'1) have & litile to ey off.t
TPut in séme for me, tuae“
e'd come tc *h;nk pemmican was the finest eating 1n the
ana to aaveJroqm

m

werld. T still think so. We threw away  tas be
o dish of hoosh.
de Telt deo éheerful that we were ﬁalking of resshing the

camp in six dsys.  Cfoming ta the erevasses, our tLune chaﬁge&
Those cravaases were huge when wekpasaeﬁ ve

Alscf%héfSHQ’

aul¥e & bit,
Now they were enormous.

hag meltad-éﬂa ﬁreépeﬁ-@awna
sleég@ traﬁks ge up to a ﬂrevasg

see'tha-olx
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as it is impossible o *ravel withou’t fents, eqneci&llv in the

&

_severe vcld we were now having., They were Just about to make
another start,

we stafted'ént in fine shape the next'mérningg with a gb5ﬂ

surfase, claar'weaﬁh&r_ and the dogs auilingfweII, ﬂfter-elj%én

~good mlles. at the paint where we rned gast up ﬂmether valley

and boward the "tra‘fie ﬁlrcle“ ﬂunatak the wind ‘blew fianéishly

cold and we came into nnw sc deeg anﬁ soft we ceula_make~e

"BiXﬁmilaﬁﬁfnrtﬂer,';ﬁe were only” abant 56_
and.. vet 1t a@emed a0 diffiﬂult't_
The ”traffi@ -irsls

atop the. Eilmer’Fem:nﬁ
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wap to see them! For 84 aayé we.had teen on the trail, most of
the tiwme ouly the twe of us, AS'Eiek'and T met each other we
simﬁlfaaéeusly eame vudt with the age old srack, “ﬂr. Livingstone,
1 presume?ﬁ I shook their hands with asrgen&iﬁe a Teeling of
happiness as I havé‘éver ex?érignéeﬁ@

| "fhess Tour aﬁartad.aﬁt_ﬁc-ﬁéing'ﬁsakelp'in case we needed
it, ggt'knéwinﬁ-whaie they weula:fiﬁ&‘ts or. new far they nght

have to go. It was a diffiealt thlng

" ggheduled to arrive 80 scen,

"After aonsiaenable pietnre taking anﬁ‘mare gah%le than




s

over 360 miles of hitherte unknown ccastline, which will rein-

-

_oue of the longest dog sledging trips ever wade in history and

A%ewwafeThath53§ 

To the seven dogs which finished up with us--Grub, Cle,

Hascara, Chiﬁf}fﬁiéd;Zﬁeliﬁiaﬁdfﬁﬂionél, I glve my sslute for the

stamina and gameness. that brought us through; snd to the elght -

others we losb,--Sandy, Aretie, Mike, Wray, Skippy, Tarzan,




